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before his attempt at rescue; while the muddle is further
enhanced by the fact that this conversation takes place in
the church at the moment the worshippers are disturbed
by the shouting of the persons who had witnessed the
escape of the nuns with Herman and Gabriel. As if to
make confusion worse confounded, the hours of the vesper-
service and the escape do not correspond.

Yet, withal, there is enough in the novel to have made
success fairly sure, if some judicious friend had revised the
MS. for Severn. To the last he expected to mate "a hit"
with it, though it is doubtful if it ever was submitted to
any English publisher.

In his Diaries he gives a summary of a new novel, to
be called ' The Lost Throne/ which he projected in the
summer of 1864 It was to be "founded on the incidents
of the life of the ex-King of Naples, particularly on the facts
within rny own knowledge;" and the plot was "to turn
mainly on the dark designs of the Jesuits." If the romance
had been written as projected, its incongruities and im-
probabilities would have handicapped it too heavily to
make any success possible.ately a
